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To Be a Priest-Artist

When [ was nine years old—not long after my father died—Aunt
Catherine came to our home and stayed with us for a few weeks. At that
time, I was learning how to draw faces. While practicing my newfound art,
I had drawn pictures all over the walls of my room.

“What do you want to be when you
grow up,” Aunt Catherine asked me, “an
artist?”

“Maybe a priest,” I answered.

“If you want to be a priest, then you
should wash those drawings off the walls and
be a good boy,” she said.

My older brother Jerry overheard this conversation and smirked, “If
you want to be a priest, then you should help me sweep the house and cut
the grass—because priests can’t be lazy like you!”

Then my aunt said something strange: “The best priests are Jesuits and
the best Jesuits are foreign missionaries.” And she added cryptically, “Some
Jesuits are asked to go to a certain island, and if they are told to go, they
always obey. And after they go, they never come back.”

I never knew exactly what Aunt Catherine meant by those prophetic
words. I knew nothing then of Jesuits, or missionaries, or that island to
which they went and never came back. But the desire had been planted.
From that moment on, the words “Jesuit Missionary” remained firmly
planted in the back of my mind.

When my older brother Jerry was in high school, he saw a short film
about the Catholic Church’s work in poor countries. Outside the theatre
was a collection box. He donated some money. He was very moved by the
movie and told me about it. After that, we began receiving a little pamphlet
each month showing how our donations were used to help the poor in other
lands, especially in restoring sick children to good health.
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One day, Jerry asked me if I

still thought of being a priest. I said,

x| - 4 yes. Jerry gazed out in the distance
"= ® | and whispered, “Two-thirds of the
- J world are poor and suffering. Only

L " a tiny percent of people in Asia
N g believe in Jesus. I would like to go
A ~ there. Someplace in Asia.”

Jerry read a book about the Jesuits and shortly afterward we met one
for the first time. After high school, my brother left home and entered the
Jesuits—with the goal of becoming a foreign missionary.

I kept receiving the little magazine showing photos of children in poor
countries, before and after they had received help. Their eyes stared up at
me from the pages.

Shortly after my 18th birthday (which was on the feast day of St.
Augustine), [ followed my brother Jerry and entered the Jesuits, also with
the ultimate desire to become a foreign missionary.

But my immediate goal was to find a lasting love that would fill my
longing heart. “Our hearts are restless,” St Augustine had written, “and they
shall not rest until they rest in You, O Lord.”

By God’s grace, I found the Divine Love I had been searching for in
the Society of Jesus—and it has never left me since. My goal to become a
foreign missionary came true when I followed Jerry to Taiwan (perhaps that
“certain island” of which Aunt Catherine had spoken).

After many years of studies, I was finally ordained a priest and
assigned to the parish of Qingquan, in the hills above Hsinchu in northern
Taiwan. Very soon, I discovered my role was not only that of a parish priest,
but also that of an artist. During almost half a century in Qingquan, I’ve
been able to cover the walls and windows of my church with murals and
paintings and nobody has told me wash them off—yet.

If you asked me what the most difficult thing in my life as a priest
in the mountains has been, I wouldn’t hesitate to say “maintenance.” To

make a church beautiful, strong, and well-cared-for takes an enormous
amount of time, talent, and effort. The congregation—bless their hearts—
are often good at running a church, but seldom adept at repairing it. Things
are always falling apart. Maintaining the church building has been my most
challenging, but least enjoyable, task.

Caring for the church took on an added dimension for me when Pope
Francis urged us to go “out” of the church and into the world around us—
not just to stay within its walls. I began to realize I was sent not only to
care for an old church building—and the people who go there to pray—but
also to be concerned about the other homes in my village—and the people
who do not go to the church to pray. After all, the Church is the people, and
the people live in homes, not churches. Most of the houses and buildings
in Qingquan were also falling apart. My village was in a sorry state of
disrepair. I wanted to do something about it, but I had little practical talent,
no construction workers, and no money.

But I did know how to paint. Since childhood, I had been fascinated by
the stained-glass windows in our parish church and others I had seen. After
coming to Qingquan, I had gradually learned the technique of making this
art and had been producing stained-glass windows not only for my church,
but for other churches as well. This was facilitated by my very talented
co-workers.So, together with local indigenous artists and technicians, we
decided to make a series of stained-glass panels and have them sold for the
purpose of renovating the dilapidated homes and buildings of Qingquan.
Whether because of their artistic merits, or because they were for a worthy
cause (or both), our stained-glass paintings quickly sold out.

During the next few years, we made more stained-glass panels.
From the funds we acquired through their sales, we gradually renovated
practically the entire village of Qingquan.

Pebble stone facades, adorned with indigenous mosaic art and colorful
murals, replaced crumbling concrete walls along the village’s two main
streets. Trees and flowers were planted. Over 100 houses were painted. Poor
homes were repaired on the outside—and sometimes on the inside as well.
And an old, abandoned credit union had its debts repaid and turned into a
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much-needed youth center. The village of Qingquan took on new life—not
only with its homes, but with its people as well.

This was definitely the most challenging work I have ever done as a
parish priest. But it was also the most fulfilling. The little faces that looked
up at me from mission magazines I read as a youth were transformed into
the faces of those in my village—Catholic or non-Catholic—that looked
with pride and gratitude at what had been accomplished in their village.

As for me, I am grateful to all the generous benefactors who have
donated to us throughout the years—and especially for the kindness of
those who have purchased our stained-glass works, the books I have
written, and the music I have made. What talents I have are God-given—
but if it were not for those who have supported my art, books, and music,
then there would be no incentive to move forward with new projects for the
benefit of the people of our village.

In my life, the twin-aspects of creativity and apostolic ministry,
especially to the poor and needy, are intertwined. My motivation in
painting, writing, and making music is to help others. So, in order to help
others, I do art, write books and make music.

Sixty years have passed since my entrance into the Society of Jesus
at age 18. [ am grateful to this extraordinary Society for allowing me to
develop and fulfill my talents, to reach the potential God has designed for
me, and to use all that I have to serve others.

As I get older, my greatest joy is to see my proteges, especially in
the field of stained glass, gradually take over my work. This has been my
dream: Not simply to create, but to produce—to leave a little of myself
behind when it is time for me to go, something that can flourish and grow in
hands much more capable than my own.

To all of you—and to God—I would like to say thank you for putting
up with my foibles all these years, for encouraging me when I was down,
for sharing in my happiness when I was joyful, and most of all—despite
seemingly unsurmountable difficulties—for bringing success to the work of
my hands.

LJ( ﬂ}g {,‘@ f)r? 5( Fr. Dominique Tyl, S.]J.
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WP REF SR IR

In Macau, doing Pastoral Ministry
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1942 5 AR aEEAL
Born in Changhua, Taiwan
1965 £ REALIIAIR SRS
Entered the Society of Jesus in Changhua
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Ordained Priest at the Holy Family Church, Taipei
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Final Vows at the Chapel of St. Robert Bellarmino
Community, Xinzhuang
BB R E R e B R et E
At St. Joseph's Province Infirmary, Xinzhuang, praying for
the Church and the Society
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Born in Shanghai, China
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Entered the Society of Jesus in Shanghai
1969 FF NEBEILEREEHZ EEER
Ordained Priest at the Holy Family Church,
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At St. Robert Bellarmino Community, Xinzhuang, as
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% ,‘:ﬁ{ % f\‘j‘? 5( Fr. Petrus Yang Dinghua, S.]J.

7=\ A€ 70 4
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Born in Shanghai, China
1955 4 A LI AHRERE

Entered the Society of Jesus in Shanghai
1959 4 - 1980 B ZE R Balak

Arrested in prison

1987 4 BIgRZ EISEEERk

Ordained Priest in Shanghai, China
1993 4 2 BIBREARER

Final Vows in Shanghai, China
2025 4 6 H 2 HRFE EBZEERE

Went to the Lord in Shanghai, China
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/%Q %‘ ,§\ ﬁ 3( Fr. José M. Calle, S.].

~all

7= AE8E

1922 4% A HAPEHES Santander

Born in Santander, Spain

1940 = FRPEPLF ERL 2 ROIANCER S
Entered the Society of Jesus in Salamanca, Spain
1953 4 JAJEREEIE E BB EAZ FSEER
Ordained Priest at the Cathedral, Baguio,
Philippines
1956 F PIERE R IR BRI
Final Vows in Manila, Philippines

BB EE A E g B SR E s
At St. Joseph's Province Infirmary, Xinzhuang, praying for

the Church and the Society
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A.—IZER BEXE (FRASRSRBEHEEZA)
B. ZIFE1IES C. BEESHE L D. SL(FERETLIFE. EFFBREF
25 ) mpa W
1. EA+R# LB : https://amdgchinese.eoffering.org.tw/
2. ERREAEREE  FRERNMAERE  HRETEROER '_f',ﬁ
+886-2-23215551 - 4 L83 QRcode
3.XR X ERBEHFR "HEIAAXRTIHEHRE ,  BEABPRLESEEE  §
TEMAGHA - BSREF 10089 ElbH P EREZE— 22 5% 3 18
"B EERARE" -
4. EEMEEMN
4-1. ZEERTER 1T (008) - 1RSE : 119-10-004033-9 - B& : MEIEAX
FHEERS -

ATM Sk ABIREBIREE R EHIERRE
https://forms.gle/qRWguYpMXEY4AGSz5

4-2. FELEEE - 0R5% - 50204303 - BH  MEVAARTHEHE -
5. 89MIEEF (Internal wire transfer)

Bank Name : HUA NAN COMMERCIAL BANK, LTD. SIN YI BRANCH

(SWIFT Code : HNBKTWTP119)

Bank Address : No. 183, Sec. 2, Xinyi Rd., Zhongzheng Dist., Taipei City 100,
Taiwan (R.O.C)

Account Number : 045756023752

Account Name : THE CORPORATION OF THE CATHOLIC SOCIETY OF
JESUS
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